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wafratgera 

Le GURU: | 

aa qrun: i 
in which Indra is praised for hurling down the demons that were striv- 
ing with magic wiles to creep up and to scale the heights of heaven. 
To the poetic fancy, nothing would suggest more naturally the idea of 
demons trying to scale the heavens than the sight of this strange magi- 
cal ladder betwixt earth and sky. 

In this connection, the discussion of Bergaigne, La religion védique, 
ii, 846-7, should be compared. The language of the gloka at Mahi~ 
bhárata, v. 10. 37 = 828 seems also to favor my view. The whole epic 
passage is a reminiscence of the Namuchi-story. 

The false interpretation of the ancients, finally, rests simply upon 
the ambiguity of the instrumental case form Gata. The case might 
denote the relation of accompaniment—as it really does here; or it 
might denote the relation of means—as the authors of the Brahmanas 
supposed it to do. 


On some new or rare Muhammadan and Hindú Coins.— By 
Dr. A. F. Rupour Horrnur. 


In July and September last I received from the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Hoshangabad, in two instalments, a hoard of 477 gold coins, 
which had been found in a field in the Sohagpur Tahsil of the Hoshan- 
gábád District, by some ploughmen while ploughing their field. 

This hoard was carefully examined by me, and a detailed report 
published in the Proceedings of the Society for December 1887. 

Among the 477 coins, there were 451 belonging to different ( so-called) 
“Pathan” emperors of Dehli; 4 belonging to the Mughal emperors 
Aurangzib and Farrukh Siyar, 1 belonging to the Bengal king Sikandar 
bin Ilyás, and 21 silver-gilt forgeries, 

The “ Pathan” emperors of whom there were coins, are Ghiydgn-d- 
din Balban (1 specimen), Muizzu-d-din Kaiqobád (1), Jalélu-d-din Firtiz 
(1), ’Aldu-d-din Muhammad (391), Ghiydsu-d-Tughlag I. (3), Muhammad 
bin Tughlaq (24), Firúz Shah (19), Fírúz Sh4h and Fath Khan Dr 
Fírúz Sháh and Zafar (2), Ghiydgu-d-din Tughlaq H. (2), Abú Bakr bin 
Zafar (1), Muhammad bin Fírúz (1), Mahmúd bin Muhammad bin Firiz 
(1), and Mahmúd bin Muhammad bin Tugllaq (1). , 

Most of these coins belong to more or less well-known types, which 
have been already published in Thomas’ Chronicles of the Pathdn K ings 
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of Dehli. See details in the report above referred to. It will be seen 
from that report, that in the present hoard there are several types of 
coins which were still noted as “ unique” in Thomas’ book; e, g., the 
coin of Jalalu-d-din Fírúz (Chrou. No. 120), several of Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq (Chron. Nos, 172, 179), one of Firtiz Shéh (Chron. No 226), 
one of Firtiz Shah and Zafar (Chron. No. 245). There are in it also 
some coins, which are not to be found in Thomas’ Chronicles, though 
they have been published elsewhere: thus two of Mahmúd bin Muham- 
mad bin Firiz (with Abu-l-Muzaffar, as published by myself, in this 
Journal, vol. LII, p. 213, for 1883), and one of Mahmúd bin Muham- 
mad bin Tughlaq (published by Mr. Delmerick in this Journal, vol. 
XIII, p. 97, for 1874). 

The most important in this collection of “ Pathéu” coins, however, 
are five, which, to the best of my knowledge, are unique, or at least have 
never been noticed or published. These are the following (see Plato 
IVE 

1, One coin of Muhammad bin Tughlaq (Plate IV, No 1). It 
reads as follows : 


Obv. Rev. 
ald} ols psi o dea! landi gi 

The reverse seems to bear a date, consisting of two numerals. 
One of them, 5, is distinctly seeu by the side of abú; but the other 
above the s of ’Abbds is obscure. As the Khalif Abu-l-Abbés Ahmad 
reigned from 741-753, the date of the coin can only be 745. This coin 
has some similarity with Muhammad bin Tughlagq’s copper coin, No. 218 
in Thomas’ Chronicles. 

2, Two coins of Ghiyagu-d-din Tughlag II. He is mentioned in 
Thomas’ Chronicles, as the twenty-first king (A. H. 790-791 = A. D. 
1388). He reigned only a few months, as the rival of Muhammad bin 
Firtz and Abu Bakr. Thomas’ Chronicles only notice “silver and 
copper ” coins of his (p. 302). The present collection contains two gold 
coins of his, of two different types. The first (Plate IV, No. 2) reads 
as follows : 

Oby. Rev. 
peed ÉLI pled wr 


sd r 
wi} , Wodi Ske siose pl 


ald Gls aose cat 
Cilla} ala wold 


Margin: on reverse; [ ¥ ] 41 sito eden 
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It was strnck at Delhi, in the year 791. The mint is distinct on 
the margin, but the date is only partially preserved. There can be no 
doubt, however, of its being a coin of Tughlaq II., and not of Tughlag I., 
on accouut of the mention of the Khalif Abi Abdullah. This Khalif 
only ascended the throne in 763 A. H., while Tughlaq I. died already 
in 725 A. H. Abi ’Abdulléh’s Khalifat lasted, with interruptions, down 
to 808 A. H. This identification I owe to Mr. Chas. J. Rodgers, of 
the Archxological Survey, to whom I showed the coin. 


The second (PI. IV, No. 3) reads as follows : 


Oby. Rev. 
(ARSI Shs ule AS gid 
pel wo y bat a ESS] 


weet yyol wld plas 


Margin, on reverse : illegible, 


This coin is also shown to be one of Tughlaq II., by the mention 
of the Khalif Al Mutawakkal ’Ali Allah, who is the same as the above 
mentioned Abi "Abdulláh. The execution of this coin is rather crude, 
especially of the word Abu-l-Muzaffar. 


3, One coin of Abú Bakr, the son of Zafar Khan and grandson 
of Fírúz Shah. Hoe succeeded Tughlaq II., but only reigned for a little 
more than a year, from 791 to 792 A. H. In Thomas’ Chronicles 
(p. 303) he is noticed as the twenty-second king, but only copper or 
silver copper coins of lis are described. The present collection contains 
one gold coin, which reads as follows (Plate IV, No. 4): 


Obv. Rey. 
a 
preset wlka eles wr) 3S 
B cyt Bld Sy oat wres aael 
BLS aai w sions l 
sible aa, Cals 


There are faint traces of a margin on the reverse, which probably 
gave the mint and date. 


4, One coin of Sikandar bin Dyas, one of the independent kings 
of Bengal. For some account of him, see this Journal, vol. XXXVI, 
p. 58, and vol. XLII, p. 256. So faras I am aware, only silver coins 
of his have hitherto been discovered; they have been described and 
figured by E. Thomas, in vol. XXXVI. The coin in the present collec- 
tion is of gold, and reads as follows (Plate IV, No. 5): 
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Obry. Rev. 
Lot AAS tes 
2! peed el poll allt 
rom aA OE ial 
LJ esst gl MA Ahh 
(rl! EE 2 
thle) gls aks 


There was a margin on the reverse, which probably contained the 
mint aud date, but it is quite mutilated. The readings are identical, 
and their arrangement nearly identical, with those on Thomas’ type 
No. 4 (or coin, No, 22) in vol. XXXVI, p. 64. The mint, accordingly, 
would seem to have been Firúzábád. 

To these five coins I add another which is not new, as it has been 
already described by Thomas in his Chronicles, p. 298. But Iam not 
aware that it has ever been figured; and the present specimen has the 
further advantage of having preserved a portion of the margin on the 
reverse, giving the mint aud date. Itis a coin bearing the joint names 
of Firtz Shah and his son Fath Khán, and reads as follows (Plate IV, 


No. 6): 


Oby. Rev. 
E xls pit! wl; c 
3a? Ue ieget sacl 
dle al) ove al oinal Siu 
site BSA wold 
Margin: on reverse: ...... SI das os tere OS seca 


Fath Khán was made co-regent in 760 A. H., and the Khalif Abu-l 
-Fath whose name appears on the reverse, reigned from 753-763 A. H. 
It follows that the date of the coin, of which only the numeral 1 ig 
preserved, must be 761, The name of the mint I am unablo to read, 

I take this opportunity to publish figures of two copper coins of 
Saifu-d-din al Hasau Qurlagh. They belong to the well-known “ Bull 
and Horseman” type, already uoticed by Thomas in his Chronicles, 
p. 96 (No. 82). They show on the obverse a horseman with the legend, in 
Nigari characters, 3 wate S'ri Hamirah ; and on the reverse a humped 
bull, also with a Nagari legend. The latter, as given by Thomas, is 
A wau Few S’ri Masana Kurala; and this is, no doubt, the style in 
which it is met with in by far the greater majority of specimens. But 
occasionally the namo is found in full tea Kurlaka. Among a number 
of 100 of these coins, discovered not long ago in Sháhpúr in the Panjab, 
and examined by me, I found about a dozen giving the full name (see 

E 
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Proceedings for December 1888). On Plate IV, I give the reverses of 
four specimens (Nos. 7—10). No. 7 shows the usual form ate kurala, 
but No. 8 has distinctly prag huralaka (the @ l is slightly injured); 
No. 9 reads Ù Way g S'ri Hasana Ku, and No. 10 has aT Ta Ata Sri 
Hasana Kurala. 

I also take this opportunity to publish two gold coins (Plate IV, 
fig. 11, 12) which I found amoug a lot of 506 coins collected by Bábú 
P. C. Mukherji, on special duty with Archeological Survey, and for- 
warded to the Indian Musenm in Calcutta. They belong to the class 
commonly known as ‘Kanauj coins? Coins of this description were 
issued by the Kulachuri kings of Chedi, the Gaharwar (Rathor) kings 
of Kanauj and the Chandel kings of Khajuraha. As the two coins, 
here published, are said to have been found in Khajuraha, I think it 
most probable that they are Chandel coins, though I feel uncertain as 
to their exact attribution, 

No. 11—I propose to read. 


ait aa 'rá Mat Pa- 
wÈ ramarddi 
2a Deva 


No. 12—may be read. 

Maat Sré Mat Vi- or agi Sri Mat Bd- 
wa. ra Farmma* waa* la Varmma* 
* Bay * Devt * aay * Devt 

The final long ¢ of devi seems clear ; but it is puzzling. 

The king to whom No, 12 belongs, I take to be the 20th of General 
Sir A. Cunningham’s list of Chandel kings (Archeological Survey Re- 
ports, Vol. XXI, p. 80), viz. Vira Varmma, who reigned from about 
1240—1280 A. D. Or it might be Bála Varmma, mentioned by Mr. 
V. A. Smith in his paper on the “ History of Bundelkhand” (Journal, 
B. A. S., Vol. L, p. 19); but he appears to have been only one of the 
younger scious of the regal house, and would not have been entitled 
to issue coins in his name. 

No. 11 I take to belong to the well-known Paramérddi Deva (the 
18ih of Gen. Sir A. Cunningham’s list), who reigncd from about 
1165—1203 A. D., and fought with the famous Prithvi Ráj aud Qutbu-d- 
din Aibak. 

If my attributions are correct, both the coins now published would 
appear to be unique. For the only Chandel coins hitherto known and 
published, so far as I am aware, are those noticed by Gen. Sir A. Cun- 
ningham in his Archeological Survey Reports, Vol. X, pp. 25—27 (see his 
Plate X). They belong to the following five Chandel princes: Kirti 
Varma (12th of the list), Hallakshana Varma (13th), Jaya Varma 
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(14th), Prithvi Varma (16th), Madana Varma (17th). Then follows 
Paramarddi Varma (18th), a coin of whom is now published for the 
first time. I may note, however, that Gen. Sir A. Cunningham’s coins, 
Nos. 15 and 16 on his Plate X (Vol. X), appear to show some resem- 
blance to my No. 12. They too seem to read deví. They are marked 
on his Plate as “ unknown.” 


